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Before you go off the deep end, let's talk about this for a while.  





Except for the county wide police gang task force, which is what each individual department should have been doing anyway, what has been proposed to deal with gangs that is any different from dealing with any lawbreaker?





Well there is the social thing:...create an environment that gives them self esteem,  the family thing...get parents to take more interest in their kids so the family can control troublemakers, the "at risk kids" thing:..identify potential problem kids and focus resources on them.


  


There are probably several other favorite solutions but they all have one thing in common, spend money on social programs for already troubled kids.





First of all, we don't know if any of these things work other than giving employment to social worker/therapist types. Secondly, there isn't enough money or specialists to handle the problem as it now exists.


 


Thirdly, the police are pretty much are an after-the-action solution; and fourth,what makes us think these kids-who aren't exactly model youths-are going to play our game?





So what do I propose?  First I'd like to say that I don't see anything wrong with kids hanging out with one another.  It's only when a "gang of kids" gets a modifier like violent, troublemaking, drug dealing, or criminal added in front of the term "gang" that there's any problem. Then we should deal with the individual or group just the same as we would any other violent, troublemaking, drug dealing or criminal adult.  That's when the police do what they're hired to do.





Let's spend our limited resources on those things that we think will help kids to have a "normal" growing up.  If we keep trying to fix the broken ones, we'll keep getting a new crop of broken ones because we don't pay any attention to anything or anyone until a problem has already developed.  I won't try to outline what I think we should specifically do, that will develop over a short period of time once we agree where to direct our attention.





Before we do anything else, we must very deliberately decide whether we're going to address the problems of contempory childhood or focus on dealing with the problem individuals as they appear.  Law enforcement officials will promote the latter, politicians will support both and the social workers will support the former. 


 


My support is with the social worker solution.  With only the current funding however, there will have to be some help from the rest of us.





The biggest social influence on the youth nowadays is the school system.  But, while people get down on government, at least they pay some attention to it.  The school system and in particular the school boards are not only ignored but are invisible.


  


A large part of this is the fault of those in charge of the school system as they switch between panic and complacency.  Nobody bothers trying to do anything about what they do to our kids for twelve years because schools don't levy fees, and their money comes from the state, and the administrators can keep individuals from bringing about any change, and there is a residual respect for teachers.


 


There is also fear. I'll admit that I was intimidated when my kids were in school in that I felt if I pushed too hard on trying to get the school to address problems they would get back at my kids.  It was awful to fear the school system.





If we want to resolve the "gang" problem, we have to work through the schools over a long period of time.  We will have to provide them with more support and resources. But, and this is a big but, the teachers and the administrators will have to open up the education system to community evaluation and modification.  There has been too much unaccountability by too many for too long.


